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Which side should the return loss of the
beam splitter be measured on

Overview
It is measured by comparing the power of the input signal to the amount reflected.
But unlike insertion loss, higher return loss values are better — if no signal reflects
back, there would be an. What you are measuring is the loss of the splitter due to the
split ratio, excess loss from the manufacturing process used to make the splitter and
the input and output connectors. To test the loss to. Scientifically, optical return loss
(ORL) is the inverse of reflectance, and has the opposite sign, e. -50dB reflectance is
50dB return loss. • In fiber optic cabling systems, excess insertion loss can be caused
by inferior-quality components or improper installation, such as contaminated fiber
end faces, connector misalignments, or exceeding the fiber bend radius.
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Sep 24, 2025

Fiber Optic System Testing Tutorial

Return loss (dB) is a measure of how much power is reflected back to the source from
all reflective events in the fiber optic link relative to how much power was launched
into the link.

Apr 24, 2026

ORL & Back Reflection Guide | Kingfisher International

Return loss measurements tend to have a low level of confidence associated with
them, so the measurement process must be as simple & reliable as possible, so that
at least the displayed …

Jan 10, 2026

Insertion Loss vs Return Loss: Performance Parameters

By contrast, return loss relates to the amount of signal reflected back toward the
transmitting source. It is measured by comparing the power of the input signal to the
amount …

Aug 19, 2025

Fiber Insertion Loss and Return Loss: A Complete Guide

Return loss is also known as reflection loss. It indicates the amount of signal reflected
back to the transmitting end. Return loss refers to the power loss caused by the
reflection of part of the …

Mar 08, 2026

How to Calculate Splitter Loss in Optical Fiber

To accurately measure optical splitter loss, utilize optical test equipment like power
meters and spectral analyzers. Here''s how: Measure the optical power at both the
input and output …

Dec 24, 2025

Testing Fiber Optic Couplers, Splitters Or Other Passive Devices

So the loss you measure is the loss you can expect when you plug the splitter into a
cable plant. To test the loss to the second port, simply move the receive cable to the
other port and read the loss from …

Dec 31, 2025
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PLC Splitter Performance: IL & RL for PON Networks

Learn how insertion loss (IL) and return loss (RL) impact PLC splitter performance in
FTTx and PON networks, with standards, factors, and selection tips.

Nov 14, 2025

ORL & Back Reflection Guide | Kingfisher International

Effect of Fiber TypesOptical Connector ORL PerformanceSystem Performance
EffectsHow to Test ORLSolutions to Back ReflectionsPractical Return Loss Testing and
ProblemsIt is convenient to measure return loss with an optical return loss meter(or
ORL meter or back-reflection meter or optical continuous wave reflectometer or
OCWR). Back reflections of individual components can sometimes be measured with
an OTDR; however this is generally of limited accuracy, and in some situations the
back reflections may cause satu...See more on kingfisherfiber SENKO Advanced
Components, Inc.

Optical Return Loss Measurement - SENKO

The measurement methods are applied depending on the device under test (DUT)
condition, level of return loss, measurement distance, and measurement resolution.
This paper will focus on the return …

Sep 30, 2025

How to Calculate Splitter Loss in Optical Fiber

Theoretical loss indicates the optimal loss under ideal conditions, while practical loss
reflects real-world factors such as connector quality, splicing, and environmental
influences.

Jan 15, 2026

Beamsplitters: A Guide for Designers | Optics

For best results, the incident beam should be on one of the faces of this prism. All
cube beamsplitters should be antireflection-coated on all four faces to minimize ghost
images.

Sep 18, 2025

Optical Return Loss Measurement

The measurement methods are applied depending on the device under test (DUT)
condition, level of return loss, measurement distance, and measurement resolution.
This paper will focus on the return …
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Contact Us

For more information, pricing, or custom solutions, please contact us:

Website: https://ntmmgroup.co.za
Email: sales@ntmmgroup.co.za
Phone: +27 82 471 2596
Address: Unit 7, Optic Park, 24 High-Tech Lane, Century City, Cape Town,
7441, South Africa

This document is for informational purposes only. Specifications subject to
change without notice.
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