Are cable trays classified as building
materials

Al Overview

Yes, cable trays are considered part of building materials, specifically under building
infrastructure systems.

Cable trays are mechanical support systems used to organize, support, and protect
electrical cables in buildings and industrial facilities . They are fabricated from
materials such as steel, aluminum, stainless steel, or fiberglass, and are designed to
handle the weight and routing of power, control, instrumentation, and communication
cables . Their primary function is to provide a safe, efficient, and aesthetically
organized pathway for electrical wiring, which is integral to building construction and
infrastructure . From a standards perspective, the National Electrical Manufacturers
Association (NEMA) classifies cable trays under the Building Infrastructure (BI)
category, specifically in standards like NEMA Bl 50015, which defines construction,
materials, load capacity, and installation requirements for metal cable tray systems .
This classification aligns cable trays with other building materials and systems used
in construction projects, such as conduits, supports, and fittings. Cable trays are also
considered building materials in practical terms because they are installed as part of
the building's electrical infrastructure, contributing to structural organization, safety,
and compliance with electrical codes. Their selection depends on factors like cable
load, environmental conditions, and material properties, which are all considerations
typical for building materials . In summary, cable trays are classified as building
materials because they are essential components of a building's electrical
infrastructure
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Article Content
Dec 19, 2025
Type of Tray Cable and Benefit of Cable Trays

Whatever the design, cable trays have their own distinct requirements for effective
operation and therefore necessitate

Nov 22, 2025
What Is Cable Tray (Types, Applications, and Safety Benefits)

What is cable tray? Learn about its types, uses in industries, safety benefits, and how
it organizes and supports

Jan 10, 2026
Cable Trays

The important considerations for cable trays are their resistance to fire, the potential
for ignition and propagation of cable fire between

Feb 14, 2026
Comparing Electrical Cable Tray Materials-Aluminium, Steel, Plastic

Aluminium, steel, or plastic? Compare key features of electrical cable tray materials
to find perfect match for your

Jul 21, 2026
What Is a Cable Tray? Functions, Types, Materials & Installation

Cable trays are structural support systems designed to organize, protect, and route
electrical cables in industrial and

Mar 23, 2026
Exploring Cable Tray Types and Applications

Often unheralded, cable trays play a vital role in tray cable installations throughout
industrial, commercial, and residential projects.

Mar 14, 2026
What Is A Cable Tray? 5 Types Of Cable Trays

A cable tray is a structural system used to support and manage electrical cables in
various settings, such as industrial, commercial,

Jun 23, 2026
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Safely Installing, Maintaining and Inspecting Cable Trays

Cable trays are manufactured of steel, stainless steel, aluminum and fiber reinforced
plastic (FRP). They also are available with

Apr 14, 2026
How to Choose a Cable Tray for Your Needs: A

You can use cable trays to do so. These trays primarily perform two functions in a
building:

Dec 21, 2025
Ultimate Guide to Cable Tray Selection - Types,

Learn how to choose the best cable tray system for your needs. Explore types,
materials,

Oct 11, 2025
B-Line series Cable Tray Design Considerations

As an industry leader in cable tray, Eaton offers one of the widest ranges of cable
management solutions available in the market

Jan 29, 2026
Cable Tray Institute

The Cable Tray Institute (CTI) was founded in 1991 to support the cable tray industry
by engaging in research, development,

Dec 05, 2025
Types of Cable Trays: Ladder, Perforated, Basket, Solid

Cable trays support insulated electrical cables in industrial and commercial settings.
There

Mar 29, 2026
Cable Tray Installations Can Be Tricky: Definitions make the difference

Many electrical professionals believe that cable trays are raceways. Based on the
definition, this couldn't be further

Oct 22, 2025
Safely Installing, Maintaining and Inspecting Cable Trays

Cable trays are not raceways, but they are treated as a structural component of a
facility''s electrical system. Cable trays are a part of
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Sep 14, 2025
NEC Article 392 Guide: Ensuring Compliance for Cable Tray Systems

The primary rulebook used in the safe use of cable trays is NEC Article 392. This is a
description of how to select,

Nov 27, 2025
Cable Tray Technical Guide A practical guide to product selection and ...

Cable Tray Technical Guide A practical guide to product selection and installation This
guide for engineers and installers has been

Mar 24, 2026
Cable Tray Installation Rules (NEC 392) - Electrical Trader

Materials: Choose the tray material - aluminum, steel, or FRP - based on
environmental conditions and load

Oct 21, 2025
Cable tray

In the electrical wiring of buildings, a cable tray system is used to support insulated
electrical cables used for power distribution,

Jul 16, 2026
What Is a Cable Tray? Types, Materials, and Uses

A cable tray is a structured mechanical support system used in the electrical wiring of
buildings and other structures

May 04, 2026
Cable Trays Selection Guide: Types, Features, Applications

Cable trays are components of support systems for power and communications
cables and wires. A cable tray system supports and

Jun 21, 2026

100+ Essential Questions Answered About Cable Trays:

Cable trays, as an important component of modern building electrical systems, play a
May 29, 2026

What types and materials are there for cable trays?
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Cable tray is a structural system used to support cables used for power distribution,
control and communications. It is

May 16, 2026
Cable tray manual

INTRODUCTION The B-Line series Cable Tray Manual was produced by our technical
staff. We recognize the need for a complete

Jul 27, 2025

Types of Cable Trays: Benefits and Uses

Different types of cable trays offer key benefits, optimizing cable management and
Feb 26, 2026

Cable Tray Installation Rules (NEC 392) - Electrical Trader

Core rules for selecting, installing, grounding, and filling cable trays—clearances,
materials, separation, and bonding

Jul 15, 2026
Cable Tray Technical Guide A practical guide to product selection and ...

Cable tray is considered to be a system. It must provide continuous support for
cables, and the electrical continuity of the cable tray

May 04, 2026
Cables Allowed in NEC Tray Applications

Cables Allowed in NEC Tray Applications Cable tray is one of the most common
methods of supporting wire and cable. There are

Aug 10, 2025
Type of Cable Tray Introduction Cable Tray Materials Electrical

Cable trays have become a necessary part of industrial and commercial construction.
Cable trays are capable of supporting all types

Sep 14, 2025
Types of Cable Typically Used in Cable Tray

In many cases there is more than one type of cable for a particular application, for
instance both cables rated as tray cable (TC) and

Sep 21, 2025
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What is Cable Tray and How it is used in Industrial applications?

What is Cable Tray? In electrical cabling, a cable tray is a metallic structure used to
handle insulated electrical power

Aug 30, 2025
Types of Cable Typically Used in Cable Tray

Types of Cable Typically Used in Cable Tray The purpose of a cable tray system is to
support, route, and protect cable as part of the

Apr 19, 2026
Ultimate Guide to Cable Tray Selection - Types, Materials & Best

Learn how to choose the best cable tray system for your needs. Explore types,
materials, installation tips, and NEC

Apr 03, 2026
100+ Essential Questions Answered About Cable Trays: Design ...

Discover over 100 expert answers about cable trays, covering key topics like material
selection, load capacity,

Nov 11, 2025
The Ultimate Guide to Tray Cables: Types, Applications and

When it comes to powering, automating and protecting facilities[Jfrom factories and
petrochemical plants to data

© 2026 NTMM High-Density Optics Group - All rights reserved



Page 7/7

Contact Us

For more information, pricing, or custom solutions, please contact us:

Website: https://ntmmgroup.co.za

Email: sales@ntmmgroup.co.za

Phone: +27 82 471 2596

Address: Unit 7, Optic Park, 24 High-Tech Lane, Century City, Cape Town,
7441, South Africa

This document is for informational purposes only. Specifications subject to
change without notice.
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